PARTNERS IN THE DARK 


By 
HELEN FRIEDEL MOSIER 


, bi 


eALaGaniene tested 
Pena tge a 
Bi oats) 


Repo A treme 


c a [ d Uv 
reading “Days Are As Grass.” But 
there is something about. it which 
makes the reader keep plodding 
through until the end. The finish is 
something which isn’t worried about, 
for like all books, this one will get 
around to closing. There might be 
enough words in Wallace McElroy Kel- 
ly’s pen to keep on forever, but there 
isn’t that much paper between any 
two covers. And yet, there are things 
about the book that I liked; perhaps 
what I didn’t like is the fact that Mr. 
Kelly has put a part of life down on 
paper in a too realistic way. Real life, 
with all the smallest details, doesn’t 
make good fiction. Mr. Kelly is new 
in the writing business, and so young 
that he’ll undoubtedly have a chance to 
fight a war before he has time to write 
another book of more than 400 pages. 
His current novel is the first winner 
of the new Alfred A. Knopf fellowship 
in fiction, and was published by the 
house of the same name. It opens in 
1878 and works its way up through 
the first gas lights into the running- 
water-in-houses era, past the days when 
boys shouted “get a horse’ every time 
an early auto stalled. Electric lights 


and talking machines have lost their = 
-novelty long before the action is com- 


pleted. It is a good piece of writing; 
it has to be to sustain interest with 
details in a period of over 30 years. 
“Days Are As Grass’ is the story of 
a Kentucky town and of a particular 
Kentucky family, the Evanses; it is 
also the story of Pick Hayden, who 
hadn’t any education, but who knew 


what loyalty means. The things that 


is too real for good fiction is the watch- 


ing of a family going to pieces. Thatch- 
~_ er Evans had more money than he 
Agnew what to do with, but he lost it 


all on his Louisiana cotton farm. His 


~ family came back to Kentucky to live, 
_. «sand Thatcher ‘killed himself so that his 

- daughter might have the insurance. 

_ One sister married and died, and the 
-. one who should haye married never 
did. Mrs. Evans went crazy, Miss Flor- 
._- Yie took to drinking, the town and all 


their friends changed, but Pick Hayden 


nee never” changed his mind about the 
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especially “Miss Fiorrie, whom. .he 
adored. That is just about the whole 
story, unless one wants to ring in a 
couple. of social climbers named Bow- 
man. The book is remarkable in its 
treatment of the times. Old sayings, 
old ways of life, and old methods form 
the background against which his char- 
acters move. Miss Florrie Evans is the 
chief character, and I would say that 
without reservation, the book belongs 
to her. The odd thing is that Mr. Kelly 
should have chosen to write the story 
of a woman, for his very writing is an 
indication that he knows something 
about the kind of men who should 
have stories written about them. Now 
that “Days Are As Grass” is out of 
his system, perhaps his promise of be- 
ing a good writer will find fulfillment 
in the stirring events of today. 
* * * 

When the first “Miss Bronska” story 
was published in a popular American 
weekly magazine, none of us knew that 
before many months had passed Miss 
Bronska would mean more to us than 
just another fictional character who 
serves a nightly shift in an under- 
ground London canteen. In her effi- 
ciency and quiet good humor, Miss 
Bronska might well serve as a model 
for some of the American women who 
are now training to assist in military 
Service. Published by the Dodd, Mead 
Company under the title of “Miss 
Bronska,” the book is a collection of 
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about a little Polish war refugee whose 
home’ was formerly in Warsaw. Along 
with other Poles, she came to England 
to do what she could to help beat the 
Nazis. There is nothing of the beau- 
tiful about Miss Bronska, except in her 
own spirit. She is the kind of detached 
young woman who knows how to get 
along with people, especially with the 
wounded soldiers. Her’s is the kind of 
courage which not only bolsters her 
own actions, but which gives strength 
to others. She never gives a thought to 
her own plight, and seemingly lives for 
the sole purpose of helping people in 
need. Juliana Bronska is cheered by 
the sick soldiers in her canteen, and 
she has the intuition to do such things 
as to put a blind R. A. F. captain 
back on the track to normal life after 
he has constantly been on a bitter de- 
fensive. The book is timely and makes 
delightful reading. It also brings a 
new author to the literary front, one 
who writes with strength and charm. 
* * * 

And still they come, the books prov- 
ing that love still goes on in a nation 
at war. In Angela Thirkell’s new book, 
“Northbridge Rectory,” there are 
three announcements of engagements, 
not to mention one happy marriage of 
a good many years’ standing, and sey- 
eral other attempted romances. Miss 
Thirkell, following the pattern of 
“Cheerfulness Breaks In,” her novel of 
last year, prefers to keep the war as a 


“After you unload those bombs, fly low over the ome 


got to leave the general's shirts." 
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refugess are present, so is food ra- 
tioning, and half of the major charac- 
ters are officers of the regiment. Air 
raid spotters and much talk-about 


blackouts occupy much of the book, 
and yet it all seems like a musical 
comedy with the war furnishing inci- 
dental music for the more important 
love songs. Whether it’s because it’s 
harder to settle down and be amused 
by light reading these days or whether 
it’s really because this isn’t a very good 
Thirkell book, I’m not sure. But for 
the first time in a number of years of 
following her fairly frequent appear- 
ance on the lists, I found myself in- 
clined to notice little details to com- 
plain about; usually I’ve been so de- 
lighted with her stories that I never 
noticed them, even if they were there. 
One of the characters, otherwise fairly 
intelligent, seldom makes a statement 
without prefacing it by “ackcherly;” 
you’ve no idea how monotonous that 
gets. Another character Miss Thirkell 
introduces with a comment on her 
laugh, which she proposes not to men- 
tion again, and then she proceeds to 
mention it every time the character ap- 
pears, which is frequently. She has 
adopted another habit, I think from 
Berta Ruck, of finishing off each scene 
with a report of what the character 
did next, even if it has nothing to do 
with the situation under discussion. 
You know the way it’s done . . . an 
elaborate description of a scene be- 
tween two people over something or 
other and then, “I must tell you now 
that he went on to the party and had 
such a good time he didn’t get home 
until after midnight.” I suppose the 
whole trouble is that in “Northbridge 
Rectory,” Miss Thirkell has followed 
almost exactly the same plot that she 
has had in her other books; the set- 
ting is more or less the same and so 
are the characters, even though some 
of the names are changed. The central 
figure is a charming middle-aged wom- 
an who isin this case happily married; 
sometimes she is a widow but she’s al- 
ways attractive. Her husband stays 


very gracefully in the background, . 


(Continued on Page 14.) 
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Seven-Year-Old Rogers Boy, Totally Blind, Attends Public School With the Help of a 


Central Ward School, at Rogers, will 
listen politely to ‘stories about the 
procession of blind people that. strug- 
gled down through the centuries, en- 
riching each generation. From the first 
grade through the sixth, it will even 
try to tick off on chubby. fingers the 
names of poets and musicians and 
scholars without sight. But Central 
Ward feels it has its own claim to glory 
in this respect. Seven-year-old Davis 
Duty, one of its own, may never be a 
John Milton nor an Alec Templeton— 
but to his 300 school fellows he will 
always be much more important. 

For this public school has the dis- 
tinction, in Davis, of a totally blind 
pupil. A pupil whose “eyes” are a pri- 


-vate tutor, Miss Alva Howard—herself 


possessing only one-fifth normal vision. 
Yet they are, together, a smoothly 
working team that fits into this 
school to the tune of a grade card full 
of A’s for Davis—and_a job for Miss 
Howard. 

Over the nation as well as in Arkan- 
sas, there are colleges and universities 
with adult students handicapped by 
blindness. State schools for the blind 
offer education only through the 
twelfth grade, or the end of a high 
school. For those who want higher ad- 
vantages, sooner or later, comes the 
time when they must make the ad- 
justment of moving from.a school de- 
signed for their needs—to one which 
is not planned for them. Davis Duty 
has made his adjustment already. 

While more than 20 public schools 
dotting the United States have special 
departments for educating the blind 
and the partially blind, these are large- 
ly separate city projects. It has taken 
funds to-build and maintain them. Rog- 
ers is merely an average town with no 
such facilities. Central School is an 
average school with no equipment for 
this use. And Davis, oldest child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jeff Duty of Rogers, is an 
average little boy. Those “averages” 
add up to obstacles, as young Mr. and 
Mrs. Duty discovered when they faced 
the problem of educating Davis at 
home. 

For this is a home: which has clung 
to its oldest son instead of giving him 
to the care of a school for the blind. 
Clung to him for one reason only: that 
without Davis, their home circle is 
broken. <A_ three-year-old  toddling 
brother, John, and a nine-year-old sis- 
ter, Carolyn, want and need Davis. 

Not until January, 1941, after an un- 


Tutor Who Also Is Handicapped in Vision. 


By Helen Friedel Mosier. 


usual type of illness lasting two 


months, did the situation become plain. 
Before a trip to a St. Louis specialist, 
it seemed that he might regain partial 


vision. When it was clear that for Davis 
the light was turned out completely 
for all time, two problems seemed un- 
bearably great. First, Mr. and Mrs. 
Duty felt they needed~to tell Davis 
about it; second, they had to solve the 
issue of his education. Davis took care 
of the first. 

“We kept: trying to think of the best 
way to tell him,” bright-eyed Lois Duty 
remembers. And maybe for some other 
child, these parents could have found 
the right words at once. Jeff Duty, at- 
torney in Rogers for 11 years, has had 
experience in finding the right words 
for the right occasions—for other peo- 
ple. When it came to his own small 
boy, the fittest phrases were. inade- 
quate. The days slid by, with Davis 
busy about his own affairs. 

And his affairs were the solution, 
for the full knowledge of it all was 
seeping into his mind in a gentle, heal- 
ing fashion. One. evening when the 
family returned from a drive, with 
Davis in high spirits, he broke his 
news. 

He clung to his mother for a second, 
but he said it as casually as any lively 
little boy will admit “things” to his 
home folks . . “It’s okay if I don’t 
ever see. I’m so happy right now I don’t 
care!” 

Yet, for a mother who wants all her 
children within her care, more heart- 
break loomed ahead. Heartbreak for 
her, and disappointment for a father 
who would like to teach his son a love 
for the practice of law, almost a fami- 
ly. profession.- They» prepared. him to 
attend the States School for the Blind, 

They knew the yalue of the Arkansas 
school. They wanted Davis to learn to 
stand on his own feet. But— 

“You can’t help wanting your young- 
sters together at home,” Davis’ mother 
kept saying, all the time she was busy 
with preparations. “You can’t help try- 
ing to think of a way to keep them 
with you!” 

But Davis went to Little Rock to the 
school. 

There, he learned his foundation in 
Braille from the first and second grade 
teacher, Miss Birdie Lee Carter. He 
developed his sense of touch with the 
peg-board. He had oral spelling and 
reading, singing and gymnasium. He 
did handwork. Presently he could do his 


Davis Duty, right, seven years old and totally blind, loves to skate, and 
only his parents’ consent — not his ability — stands in the way of tree- 


climbing and bicycle-riding. 


Davis is shown 


—Photographs by Everett W. Pate. 


above at home, studying his lessons in Braille. 


alphabet and some reading in Braille 
* * * But back at home, the family 
group was incomplete. 


The idea of enrolling Davis in public 
school came in late summer at a noon 
hour. Dinner at 206 North Fourth street 
was left cooling while Mr. and Mrs. 
Duty hurried around to canyass. the 
opinion of the Rogers Board of Edu- 
cation. Board members and the super- 
intendent of Rogers schools, Birch 
Kirksey, were sympathetic and under- 
standing. The idea took definite shape. 

Davis needed private tutoring in 
Braille to enable him to keep up with 
his lessons. From mutual friends came 
the suggestion that led to Miss How- 
ard, a graduate of the Arkansas School 
for the Blind, as well as a student in 
the State College at Jonesboro, becom- 
ing a part of the Duty household as 
Davis’ tutor. Her responsibility was 


to be translating his daily lessons into 
Braille and watching over his study, so 
that he would be ready to recite with 


other children to his classroom teach- 
er. When school began, the two of them 
were anxious beginners. 

Because, for Miss Howard this was 
an experiment, too, From birth her vi- 
sion has been impaired, and her par- 
ents sent her from their small rural 
community of Balch, near Newport, to 
the state school from the first grade 
through the twelfth and last year. 
There grew in her a desire to be in- 
dependent and to fit herself for teach- 
ing as a life work regardless of her 
handicap. Her firm determination and 
efforts are a working example of the 
spirit that Davis’ parents want to in- 
still in him. 

Davis had his adjustments to make, 

(Continued on Page 15.) 


At the right is his tutor, Miss Alva Howard of Balch. 
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#i. R. Knickerbocker’s brilliant. war 
analysis, written and published before 
this country’s declaration of war, pours 


; = from the pages of “Is Tomorrow Hit- 


ler’s?” with the intensity of an air raid. 


eee = Candidly and honestly, the author has 


written into his book all the desperate- 
ness of America’s position as he sees it, 
hoping that just as bombs over Britain 
deal the blow which ultimately aroused 
the British to all-out war, so the pelting 
of Americans with facts and opinions 
gathered by himself and other on-the- 


spot observers might supply the im- 


_- pétus for unfettered war participation 
- by this country. 
-. More than 15 years as foreign cor- 
respondent in the capitals of Europe 
have given Knickerbocker an insight 
4nto international affairs which  in- 
- dubitably qualifies him to speak on to- 
day’s world crisis. He presents his 
views as questions and answers, and 
offtimes disjointed narrative form but 
under Knickerbocker’s steering an ideal 
medium. By arranging the questions so 
that each dovetails into the text of the 
answer just given, remarkable unity 
has been achieved throughout the more 
than .200 divergent inquiries. Fhe ques- 
tions discussed were sifted from 3,000 
actually put to the author during a na- 
tionwide lecture tour. 

His answers are terse, uncompromis- 
ing, the words of a man who feels that 
from now on action along is all that 
~ really counts. A call to arms, in fact, 
is the message of his book. To the 
questions, How can America best help 
England? How can she best help Rus- 
sia? The Free French? China? This ir- 
repressible red-haired reporter consis- 
tently and emphatically replies, ‘De- 
elare war—at once!” He sees in an 
American war declaration the driving 
power necessary to whip our war indus- 


PLEA FOR AMERICAN ACTION 


“Is Tomorrow Hitler’s?’”? by H. R. Knickerbocker. 
(Reynal & Hitchcock, $2.50) 
Reviewed by Louise McCue. 


tries into capacity production, a raison 
@etre to stiffen the morale of our 
armed forces, an immeasurably potent 
stimulus to faltering thousands in Nazi- 
overrun Europe and the millions 
throughout the world still actively 
bearing arms and finally a disillusion- 
ing blow to the optimism of the sadly 
hoodwinked German people themselves. 

The author knew that “America is 
not prepared to launch a full-fledged 
attack this month, next month or pos- 
sibly for several years, but he was con- 
vinced that America will be compelled 
to fight before the war is over and 
that the sooner we make formal en- 
trance the quicker preparedness can 
go forward and, consequently, the 
sooner the carnage can be stopped. 
Britain and the other free peoples of 
the world, write Knickerbocker, cannot 
win without us, and, because the peace 
terms that would be imposed upon the 
defeated countries by a victorious Hit- 
ler would make what was left of the 
world untenable for democracies, our 
choice is not, Shall we enter the war, 
or shall we stay out? but shall we en- 
ter now while we still-can turn the tide 
of battle, or shall we wait until we 
are without allies and Nazism drags 
our national honor in the dust? The 
answer, at least to Knickerbocker, was 
obvious. 

The root of this war, believes the 
author, is not the inevitable culmina- 
tion of short-sighted diplomacy, eco- 
nomic strife, inflation or any of the 
other unfortunate circumstances of the 
past 25 years to which the conflict has 


been alternately attributed, but is the 
sole responsibility of one man, an op- 
portunist, if you will, Adolph Hitler. 
That so widespread an upheaval could 
be accomplished by one being attaches 
a gruesome importance to his person 
and makes him a subject for never- 
ending speculation. Knickerbocker, 
whose main European listening post 
was Berlin, watched Hitler rise from 
an upstart to a tyrant and has seen and 
talked with him many times, and in 
answering question about the unfath- 
omable man draws freely upon the 
numerous opportunities which he has 
had to study Hitler first-hand. He goes 
so far as to discuss the color of the 
fuehrer’s eyes, even that being a moot 
question. 

If an effeminate little man in Ger- 
many made the war, the war, in its 


turn, has occasioned the rise of leaders | 


in other countries who have ealled the 
hand of this insatiable conqueror. 
Knickerbocker describes the character 
of Churchill in highly interesting de- 
tail. He also takes a look at Stalin and 
the men around him, the latter a fre- 
quently changing group by reason of 
the notorious purges. Laudably, the au- 
thor pulls no punches in replying to 
questions about the U. S. 8. R. He ex- 
poses mercilessly the inefficiency of 
the Communist economy as he has wit- 
nessed it, the miserable living stan- 
dards of the masses’ and the bloody 
policies of their leaders. Yet, in spite 
of Russia’s deplorable domestic condi- 
tions, he drives home again and again 
his outstanding thesis that we must 


help Russia with all our might because 
Russia is fighting our war. 
Knickerbocker was in France at the 
time of her debacle, sharing -with 
Frenchmen the disorganized retreat to 


the south. His explanation of this catas- 


trophic defeat is an amazing expose of 
treachery within French officialdom, 
although his feeling, and that of many 
others close to the scene, is that much 
of the perfidy was committed unwit- 
tingly, and therefore was not so much 
treason as incredible naivete. Many 
highly-placed leaders in France, relates 
the author, had been duped by erafty 
Nazi propagandists into believing that 
for the good of their country they 
should sever English ties and throw in 
their lot with Germany. 

Turning his attention to the United 
States, the author declares that our 
greatest danger lies in our complacen- 
cy, nursed along by isolationists, and 
our fondness for calling the Atlantic 
ocean impregnable. The French, also, 
he reminds us ominously, thought they 
had an invincible bulwark in the Mag- 
inot Line. Knickerbocker vigorously 
counterattacks Lindbergh’s stand with 
an exhaustive examination of the fly- 
er’s background and personality, ar- 
riving at the conclusion that Lind- 
bergh’s affinity for the Germans is 
linked closely to his inherent love of 
machines and efficiency. 

Of all the questions Knickerbocker 
examines he does not take up the one 
embodied in the title of his book, “Is 
Tomorrow Hitler’s?” The answer to 
that he leaves for the reader to find 
in his own conscience, for it is the 
author’s sincere conviction that only 
action by the American people can 
save the world from Hitlerism, and 
time alone can tell how completely they 
will do the job. 


The Time Has Come, The Walrus Sai 


d By Helen Hatley Horton 


te) 


5 
: 


READY NOW! 
Your First Volume 


The Complete Works of William 


SHAKESPEARE 


All 34 Plays, Over 150 Poeths and Sonnets 


Every matchless play, every passionate poem, every 
gemlike sonnet that this immortal ever wrote! 
Discover a NEW Shakespeare in this volume of 
. priceless beauty. Thrill again with Romeo in 
the ecstasies of love. Roar with. laughter at 

hearty Jack’ Falstaff. Be fascinated with 

voluptuous Cleopatra. Be enchanted with the 

passion of ‘‘The Rape of Lucrece’’ and ‘‘Venus 

and Adonis’’—all anew. Yet this is only the 
FIRST of a great series of TWENTY-FIVE 
yolames which can now be yours virtually 
for the asking! Be sure that you make 
your reservation for this great library 
NOW by mailing the Reservation 
Certificate while the limited quan- 
tity still lasts, Start getting 
YOUR SET NOW! 
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BOOK COUPON EXCHANGE (Distributing Depot) 
330 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 


Please reserve in my name the books listed in your generous offer to news- 
I prefer the edition checked below: 


Ol DeLuxe Embossed Edition 

I enclose my READERS COUPON (printed at right) which entitles me at once 
The Complete Works of Shakespeare, 
have checked above, with NO. MONEY IN ADVANCE. 
send you the correct payment (98c for the Regular Edition or $1.59 for the 
DELUX) plus a few cents postage, and I will be entitled to receive each following 
volume, as it comes from the-press, on-the same generous no-money-in-adyance 


The regular edition is 


bound in standard 
cloth, attractively 
stamped. The De 
LUXE Edition is gor- 
geously bound in 
handsome calf - grain 
simulated leather; in 
rich, beautiful tones, 
stamped in colors and 
with luxurious, die- 
stamped decorative 
design. 
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saving. But by accepting—ALMOST 
AS A GIFT—the = greatest set of 
books on the most liberal terms ever 
presented to newspaper readers. 


Here are the most celebrated authors in 
all the world. Twenty-five GIANT vol- 
umes that bring into your home, in bind- 
ings of incomparable richness, the most 
fascinating, exciting, stirring reading ever 
known. Smash hits of stage, screen, ra- 
dio! Works so true to life, so searching, so 
real, that possessing them is the mark of 
the home of culture. And the partial con- 
tents that follow can give you only an ink- 
ling of all these books hold! 


jE SHAKESPEARE. Every matchless play, 


every passionate poem, every gem-like sonnet— 
every word that the immortal among the immor- 
tals ever wrote. All 34 plays, over 150 poems and 


sonnets. (See description at left.) 
as HUGO. The master of French literature. 36 
complete works, including Hunchback of Notre 


Dame, Woman of the Streets, The Souls, etc. 


3. STEVENSON: 39 adventurous novels, sto- 


ries, poems, Treasure Island, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, Kidnapped, etc., every one complete. 


4. TOLSTOI. 27 breathless 


Anna Karenina, Kreutzer Sonata, 
Love, many more. 


novels, stories, 
The Cossacks, 


De POE. 97 tales and poems, essays of Amer- 
ica’s greatest writer! Annabel Lee, The Raven, The 
Gold Bug, Murders in the Rue Morgue, The Pit 


- and the Pendulum—and_ others, 


6. IBSEN. The famous Wilson 


and Archer translation of his dar- 
ing plays, absolutely complete, in- 
cluding A Doll’s House, Ghosts, Hed- 
da Gabler, Peer Gynt, several others. 


a BALZAC. 14 complete noy- 


elettes of irresistible frankness and 
realism. Girl with Golden Eyes, 
Imaginary Mistress, A Passion in the 
Desert, The Cat and the Racket, and 
many other famous titles. 


i 
i 
i 
| 
: NOTE: Mail this cou- 
i 


) 


V\ 


<p 
= 
=a 
—— - 
i] pon with Reservation Form, 
DS ED 
—— There are no further cou- 
— pons to clip. 
~~ 
——— 
= 
SI 


a 


Mad 


TA 


= 


SS 


} 
b 


VY, i q ~~ 
“ e 


- ¥ * 82% Poems, 31 essays, plus 
Biographical Studies, Conduct of Life, etc. 


12. FLAUBERT. 6 Comprete Novels and Nov= 


elettes of irresistible fascination, including Madame 
Bovary, Salammbo, The Trial, etc. 


(iF WILDE. The Picture of Dorian Gray, Lady 
Windermere’s Fan, The Ballad of Reading Gaol, and 
many more. 91 tales, poems, essays and plays in all, 


14, VOLTAIRE. 25 Novels and Short Stories, 


13 Dialogues and Philosophic Criticisms by one of 
the greatest French writers of-all time, including 
Candide, The Philosophy of History, The Ignorant 
Philosopher, and others, 


The other one-volume editions now in preparation, 
but of which space does not permit a description, 
are: 15 HAGGARD; 16. CHEKHOY; 17, DICKENS; 
18. HAWTHORNE; 19. CELLINI; 20. ROUSSEAU; 
21. ZOLA; 22, DAUDET; 23. BOCCACCIO’S DE- 
CAMERON; 24. GAUTIER; 25. ARABIAN NIGHTS. 


How to Get Your Books 


Send no money now! Just mail the 
READERS COUPON and Reservation Cer- 
tificate below, which entitle you to exam- 
ine the first volume in this Giant Series 
of Great Authors. To get your first book, 
The Works of Shakespeare, just mail the 
READERS COUPON and Reservation Cer- 
tificate, and a copy of this marvelous vol- 
ume will be shipped to you at once. With 
the book will come a special readers’ in- 
voice for the purely nominal sum of 98c 
for the Regular Edition (or only $1.59 for 
the luxurious and decorative De LUXE 
EDITION) plus a few cents postage, and 
complete and explicit instructions on how 
to get your other volumes on this amaz- 
ing READERS OFFER. 


SEND NO MONEY 


You need send no money now.. Orders 
will be delivered as fast as possible. Right 
now, without delay, send in your RESER- 
VATION CERTIFICATE—with the READ- 
ERS COUPON printed here. There is no 
“Reservation Fee’—no “Deposit” to be paid 
in advanee. Your first book will come to 
you at once. First come first served! Do 
it AT ONCE before you mislay this page! 
This may be your last opportunity at the 
present bargain prices. BOOK COUPON 
EXCHANGE, 330 West 42nd Street, New 
York, N. Y. , 


Mail Reservation Form and Readers 
Coupon IMMEDIATELY! Don't 
“out off’ — and lose out on this 
great opportunily. ACT NOW! 
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H. R. Knickerbocker’s brilliant war 
analysis, written and published before 
this country’s declaration of war, pours 
from the pages of “Is Tomorrow Hit- 
ler’s?” with the intensity of an air raid. 
Candidly and honestly, the author has 
written into his book all the desperate- 
ness of America’s position as he sees it, 
hoping that just as bombs over Britain 
deal the blow which ultimately aroused 
the British to all-out war, so the pelting 
of Americans with facts and opinions 
gathered by himself and other on-the- 
spot observers might supply the im- 
petus for unfettered war participation 
by this country. 

More than 15 years as foreign cor- 
respondent in the capitals of Europe 
have given Knickerbocker an insight 
into international affairs which in- 
dubitably qualifies him to speak on to- 
day’s. world crisis. He presents his 
views as questions and answers, and 
offtimes disjointed narrative form but 
under Knickerbocker’s steering an ideal 
medium. By arranging the questions so 
that each dovetails into the text of the 
answer just given, remarkable unity 
has been achieved throughout the more 
than .200 divergent inquiries. Fhe ques- 
tions discussed were sifted from 3,000 
actually put to the author during a na- 
tionwide lecture tour. 

His answers are terse, uncompromis- 

Ing, the words of a man who feels that 
from now on action along is all that 
really counts. A call to arms, in fact, 

- is the message of his book. To the 
questions, How can America best help 
England? How can she best help Rus- 
sia? The Free French? China? This ir- 
‘repressible red-haired reporter consis- 
tently and emphatically. replies, “De- 
-elare war—at once!” He sees in an 
American war declaration the driving 
power necessary. to whip our war indus- 
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~_-yeading “Days Are As a 
there is something about _ 
makes: the reader keep plodding 


; through ‘until the end. The finish is 
something which isn’t worried about, 
a = for like all books, this one will get 
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* around to closing. There might be 
enough words” in Wallace McElroy Kel- 
‘Ty’s pen to keep on forever, but there 
isn’t that much paper between any 
two covers. And yet, there are things 
about the book that I liked; perhaps 
what I didn’t like is the fact that Mr. 
_ Kelly has put a part of life down on 
_ paper in a too realistic way. Real life, 
with all the smallest details, doesn’t 
make good fiction. Mr. Kelly is new 
in the writing business, and so young 
_ that he’ll undoubtedly have a chance to 
‘fight a war before he has time to write 
another book of more than 400 pages. 
His current novel is the first winner 
age the new Alfred A. Knopf fellowship 
in fiction, and was published by the 
house of the same name. It opens in 
- 1878 and works its way up through 
a - the first gas lights into the running- 
Bis. _ water-in-houses era, past the days when 
? _ boys shouted “get a horse” every time 
an early auto stalled. Electric lights 


; _ novelty long before the action is com- 
It is a good piece of writing; 
it has to be to sustain interest with 
in a period of over 30 years. 
es Kentucky town and of a particular 
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biagede ‘killed himself so that his 
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have married never 
(a Evans went crazy, Miss Flor- 
seed drinking, the town and all 
ds changed, but Pick Hayden 
ed his mind about the 
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and talking machines have lost their - 


PLEA FOR AMERICAN ACTION 


“Is Tomorrow Hitler's?” by H. R. Knickerbocker. 
(Reynal & Hitchcock, $2.50) 


Reviewed by Louise McCue. 


tries into capacity production, a raison 
d'etre to stiffen the morale of our 
armed forces, an immeasurably potent 
stimulus to faltering thousands in Nazi- 
overrun Europe and the _ millions 
throughout the world still actively 
bearing arms and finally a disillusion- 
ing blow to the optimism of the sadly 
hoodwinked German people themselves. 

The author knew that “America is 
not prepared to launch a full-fledged 
attack this month, next month or pos- 
sibly for several years, but he was con- 
vinced that America will be compelled 
to fight before the war is over and 
that the sooner we make formal en- 
trance the quicker preparedness can 
go forward and, consequently, the 
sooner the carnage can be stopped. 
Britain and the other free peoples of 
the world, write Knickerbocker, cannot 
win without us, and, because the peace 
terms that would be imposed upon the 
defeated countries by a victorious Hit- 
ler would make what was left of the 
world untenable for democracies, our 
choice is not, Shall we enter the war, 
or Shall we stay out? but shall we en- 
ter now while we still-can turn the tide 
of battle, or shall we wait until we 
are without allies and Nazism drags 
our national honor in the dust? The 
answer, at least to Knickerbocker, was 
obvious. 

The root of this war, believes the 
author, is not the inevitable culmina- 
tion of short-sighted diplomacy, eco- 
nomic strife, inflation or any of the 
other unfortunate cireumstances of the 
past 25 years to which the conflict has 


“Sty ehe _sermed “Hrans,” 

eapecially Miss Florrie, whom \he 
adored. That is just about. the whole 
story, unless one wants to ring in a 
couple_of social climbers named Bow- 
man. The book is remarkable in its 
treatment of the times. Old sayings, 
old ways of life, and old methods form 
the background against which his char- 
acters move. Miss Florrie Evans is the 
chief character, and I would say that 
without reservation, the book belongs 
to her. The odd thing is that Mr. Kelly 
should have chosen to write the story 
of a woman, for his very writing is an 
indication that he knows something 
about the kind of men who should 


have stories written about them. Now 


that “Days Are As Grass” is out of 
his system, perhaps his promise of be- 
ing a good writer will find fulfillment 
in the stirring events of today. 

* * * 

When the first “Miss Bronska” story 
was published in a popular American 
weekly magazine, none of us knew that 
before many months had passed Miss 
Bronska would mean more to us than 
just another fictional character who 
serves a nightly shift in an wunder- 
ground London canteen. In her effi- 
ciency and quiet good humor, Miss 
Bronska might well serve as a model 
for some of the American women who 
are now training to assist in military 
service. Published by the Dodd, Mead 
Company under the title of “Miss 
Bronska,” the book is a collection of 


been alternately attributed, but is the 
sole responsibility of one man, an op- 
portunist, if you will, Adolph Hitler. 
That so widespread an upheaval could 
be accomplished by one being attaches 
a gruesome importance to his person 
and makes him a subject for never- 
ending speculation. Knickerbocker, 
whose main European listening post 
was Berlin, watched Hitler rise from 
an upstart to a tyrant and has seen and 
talked with him many times, and in 
answering question about the unfath- 
omable man draws freely upon the 
numerous opportunities which he has 
had to study Hitler first-hand. He goes 
so far as to discuss the color of the 
fuehrer’s eyes, even that being a moot 
question. 

If an effeminate little man in Ger- 
many made the war, the war, in its 


turn, has occasioned the rise of leaders — 


in other countries who have called the 
hand of this insatiable conqueror. 
Knickerbocker describes the character 
of Churchill in highly interesting de- 
tail. He also takes a look at Stalin and 
the men around him, the latter a fre- 


quently changing group by reason of - 


the notorious purges. Laudably, the au- 
thor pulls no punches in replying to 
questions about the U. S. S. R. He ex- 
poses mercilessly the inefficiency of 
the Communist economy as he has wit- 
nessed it, the miserable living stan- 
dards of the masses° and the bloody 
policies of their leaders. Yet, in spite 
of Russia’s deplorable domestic condi- 
tions, he drives home again and again 
his outstanding thesis that we must 
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-the stories- written by—Gene- Henry- 
-about a little Polish war refugee whose 


home’ was formerly in Warsaw. Along 
with other Poles, she came to England 
to do what she could to help beat the 
Nazis. There is nothing of the beau- 
tiful about Miss Bronska, except in her 
own spirit. She is the kind of detached 
young woman who knows how to get 
along with people, especially with the 
wounded soldiers. Her’s is the kind of 
courage which not only bolsters her 
own actions, but which gives strength 
to others. She never gives a thought to 
her own plight, and seemingly lives for 
the sole purpose of helping people in 
need. Juliana Bronska is cheered by 
the sick soldiers in her canteen, and 
she has the intuition to do such things 
as to put a blind R. A. F. captain 
back on the track to normal life after 
he has constantly been on a bitter de- 
fensive. The book is timely and makes 
delightful reading. It also brings a 
new author to the literary front, one 
who writes with strength and charm. 
* * * 

And still they come, the books prov- 
ing that love still goes on in a nation 
at war. In Angela Thirkell’s new book, 
“Northbridge Rectory,” there are 
three announcements of engagements, 
not to mention one happy marriage of 
a good many years’ standing, and sev- 
eral other attempted romances. Miss 
Thirkell, following the pattern of 
“Cheerfulness Breaks In,” her novel of 
last year, prefers to keep the war as a 


“After you unload those bombs, fly low over LM aes oy 


got to leave the general’ $ shirts."* 


“necessary but subdued background. The 


~dental music for the more important 


help Russia with all our might because 
Russia is fighting our war. 

Knickerbocker was in France at the 
time of her debacle, sharing with 
Frenchmen the disorganized retreat to 
the south. His explanation of this catas- 
trophic defeat is an amazing expose of 
treachery within French officialdom, 
although his feeling, and that of many 
others close to the scene, is that much 
of the perfidy was committed unwit- 
tingly, and therefore was not so much 
treason as incredible naivete. Many 
highly-placed leaders in France, relates 
the author, had, been duped by crafty 
Nazi propagandists into believing that 
for the good of their country they 
should sever English ties and throw in 
their lot with Germany. 

Turning his attention to the United 
States, the author declares that our 
greatest danger lies in our complacen- 
cy, nursed along by isolationists, and 
our fondness for calling the Atlantic 
ocean impregnable. The French, also, 
he reminds us ominously, thought they 
had an inyincible bulwark in the Mag- 
inot Line. Knickerbocker vigorously 
counterattacks Lindbergh’s stand with 
an exhaustive examination of the fly- 
er’s background and personality, ar- 
riving at the conclusion that Lind- 
bergh’s affinity for the Germans is 
linked closely to his inherent love of 
machines and efficiency. 

Of all the questions Knickerbocker 
examines he does not take up the one 
embodied in the title of his book, “Is 
Tomorrow Hitler’s?” The answer to 
that he leaves for the reader to find 
in his own conscience, for it is the 
author’s sincere conviction that only 
action by the American people can 
save the world from Hitlerism, and 
time alone can tell how completely they 
will do the job. 


refugess are present, so is food ra-— 
tioning, and half of the major charac- 
ters are officers of the regiment. Air 
raid spotters and much talk-about 
blackouts occupy much of the book, 
and yet it all seems like a musical 
comedy with the war furnishing inci- 


love songs. Whether it’s because it’s 
harder to settle down and be amused 
by light reading these days or whether 
it’s really because this isn’t a very good 
Thirkell book, I’m not sure. But for 
the first time in a number of years of 
following her fairly frequent appear- ‘ 
ance on the lists, I found myself in- 
clined to notice little details te com- 
plain about; usually I’ve been so de- 
lighted with her stories that I never 
noticed them, even if they were there. 
One of the characters, otherwise fairly 
intelligent, seldom makes a statement 
without prefacing it by “ackcherly;” 
you’ve no idea how monotonous that 
gets. Another character Miss Thirkell 
introduces with a comment on her 
laugh, which she proposes not to men- 
tion again, and then she proceeds to 
mention it every time the character ap- 
pears, which is frequently. She has 
adopted another habit, I think from 
Berta Ruck, of finishing off each scene 
with a report of what the character 
did next, even if it has nothing to do 
with the situation under discussion. 
You know the way it’s done . . . an 
elaborate description of a scene be- 
tween two people over something or 
other and then, “I must tell you now 
that he went on to the party and had 
such a good time he didn’t get home 
until after midnight.” I suppose the 
whole trouble is that in “Northbridge 
Rectory,” Miss Thirkell has followed 
almost exactly the same plot that she 
has had in her other books; the set- 
ting is more or leSs the same and so 
are the characters, even though some 
of the names are changed. The central 
figure is a charming middle-aged wom- 
an who is-in this case happily married; 
sometimes she is a widow but she’s al- 
ways attractive. Her husband stays 
very gracefully 
(Continued on Page 14.) 
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PARTNERS IN THE DARK 


(Continued from Page 3.) 


in September, to the spirited, curious 
youngsters that are part of public 
school life. And with him, Miss How- 
ard had hers. Her life at the state 
school. was a happy experience. But 
public school —- that was something 
else! 

That she can understand Mr. and 
Mrs. Duty’s desire for Davis to grow 
accustomed while young to the “world 
outside,” is due to her own struggles. 
Davis has begun mingling with those 
of normal vision while at an easy age 
to adapt himself; she herself was ready 
for college before she began. And when 
she enrolled at the State College at 
Jonesboro, she was a total stranger, 
going on slender resources and small 
encouragement. 

If Davis ever doubts that he can 
manage a college course, Miss Howard 
ean tell him about the totally blind 
girl who was finishing her college 
work: at the time of her own enroli- 
ment—and whose example inspired her 


‘own firm stand when college authori- 
ties tried to dissuade her. They feared 
disappointment. Miss Howard didn’t. 

And if Davis should some day feel 
that his forging ahead depends on 
money to hire a private teacher—Miss 
Howard can remind him that she, an 
unknown, went into the NYA dormi- 
tory at the college unable to read her 
own lessons and without funds to hire 
a reader. The voluntary, willing assis- 
tance of dormitory mates smoothed the 
way. During her three-year course, 
which she made in two and a half 
years, there was always a kindly pair 
of eyes to aid her. When she goes back 
for the 36 scholastic hours she needs 
for her degree, she will be financially 
able to provide herself a steady reader 
and has already engaged one of those 
same dormitory friends, Miss Pearl 
Vinson. 

Davis will; as he grows older and 
more expert in Braille, use her system 
of jearning; that of taking classroom 


notes in Braille for private study. Sup- 
plemented with an oral] reading of les- 
sons, that has meant excellent grades 
for Miss Howard as well as for many 
another handicapped by Jack of sight. 
When Davis Miss Howard be- 
gan their work this year, each had his 
job. Small Davis knew from his family 
that he was to work hard and to be 
as quiet as possible. And Miss Howard 
wanted not only to teach Davis suc- 
cessfully, but to Jearn herself by ob- 
serving experienced public school teach- 
ers. Mrs. Duty, a former teacher her- 
self, together with Davis’ teachers at 
Central Ward, Mrs. Jessie Holyfield 
and Miss Oneita Woods, became Ker 
advisors and models. She eels that 
through them she has learied quite 
as much as Davis through het . 
One glance at Davis shews how con- 
tented he is. He plays as:furiously, at 
recess as any boy in school. There_is 
always a friendly hand-to- lead Davis 
around the circle to drop “the hand- 
kerchief, and Miss Alva -keeps“her dis- 
tance. Central Ward youngsters hayé 
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Inch Crabs in Alaska Hauls 


-The crab industry of Alaska is\ 
based on a single species, the duns 
‘geness or common crab, of the Pa~ 
“cific Coast. This species is mach 
. larger than the blue erpb of the 
| Atlantic “coast, some” specimens 
measuring: nine inches across the, 
back shell, 
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now and then tried going down the 
hall with their eyes shut and have 
come to grief, so they think they un- 
derstand perfectly how Davis must feel. 
They are too young to have noticed 
how rubbing shoulders with them has 
brought sparkle to a little boy’s white 


face. ei 
At home, his parents are determined, 


to keep him a plain boy. Little brother 
John teases him and tears up his things, 
and Mrs. Duty marches him out to rake 
leaves for pin money. His father keeps 
a firm eye on his behavior, and Davis 
is positive that he’d get spanked as 
quickly as ever if he didn’t walk the 
chalk. And as for the grade card of 
&'s-—Davis was equally delighted that 
he’ and Miss Alva killed seven red 
wasps~in their tiny nook at school, 


~ entiraly ‘unaided. 


~ Théy—go- on their way, Davis and 
Miss Alva, each leading the other. They 
_travel= o~darkened path, a long path, 
‘But inctheir dimmed eyes there shines 
a sttady“tight of trustfulness, and on 
tein, faces is the smile of tasting life 
“andNinding it good. 
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EVER has there been made a 

more sensational offer to the 
readers of this newspaper. . An offer 
to newspaper readers to examine 
beautiful books in their own homes, 
without paying one penny in ad- 
vance. 


Here is your chance to possess a 
striking, luxurious Giant Library of 
all the important books of the great- 
est authors. whoever lived; NOT 
by “sacrifieing’*—-for° them. NOT 
by denying yourself, or scraping and 
saving. But by accepting—ALMOST 
AS A GIFT—the greatest set of 
books on the most liberal terms ever 
presented to newspaper readers. 


Here are the most celebrated authors in 
all the world. Twenty-five GIANT vol- 
umes that bring into your home, in bind- 
ings of incomparable richness, the most 
fascinating, exciting, stirring reading ever 
known. Smash hits of stage, screen, ra- 
dio! Works so true to life, so searching, so 
real, that possessing them is the mark of 
the home of culture. And the partial con- 
tents that follow can give you only an ink- 
ling of all these books hold! 


1. SHAKESPEARE. Every matchless play, 


every passionate poem, every gem-like sonnet— 
every word that the immortal among the immor- 
tals ever wrote. All 34 plays, over 150 poems and 
sonnets. (See description at left.) 


READY NOW! 
Your First Volume 


The Complete Works of William 


SHAKESPEARE 


All 34 Plays, Over 150 Poems and Sonnets 


Every matchless play, every passionate poem, every 
gemlike sonnet that this immortal ever wrote! 
Discover a NEW Shakespeare in this volume of 
priceless beauty. Thrill again with Romeo in 
the ecstasies of love. Roar with. laughter at 
hearty Jack Falstaff. Be fascinated with 
voluptuous Cleopatra. Be enchanted with the 
passion of ‘‘The Rape of Lucrece’’ and ‘‘Venus 


The regular edition is 
bound in standard 
cloth, attractively 
stamped. The De 
LUXE Edition is gor- 
geously bound in 
handsome calf - grain 
simulated leather; in 
rich, beautiful tones, 
stamped in colors and 


2. HUGO. The master of French literature. 36 
complete works, including Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, Woman of the Streets, The Souls, etc. 


3% STEVENSON: 39 adventurous novels, sto- 


ries, poems, Treasure Island, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, Kidnapped, etc., every one complete. 


4. TOLSTOI. 27 breathless novels, stories, 


Anna Karenina, Kreutzer Sonata, The Cossacks, 


and Adonis’’—all anew. Yet this is only the . . die- Love, many more. 
FIRST of a great series’ of TWENTY-FIVE with’ luxurious, di 
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Gold Bug, Murders in the Rue Morgue, 
and the Pendulum—and others. 


6. IBSEN. The famous Wilson 


and Archer translation of his dar- 
] ing plays, absolutely complete, in- 

cluding A Doll’s House, Ghosts, Hed- 
j da Gabler, Peer Gynt, several others. 


NOW by mailing the servation 
Certificate while the limited quan- 
tity still lasts. Start getting 

YOUR SET NOW! 
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- ;The Collected 


HAWTHORNE 


The Opportunity of a Lifetime to Own 
Huge, Handsome Books You Will 
Treasure, Your Friends Will Envy! 


. stories — 74 great ballads, 


t PRIVILEGH form for future books will be sent with your copy P< , da 
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9,000,000 
WORDS! 
15,000 
PAGES! 


SIZE OF EACH 
VOLUME: 


Height 844 ins. 
Width 534 ins. 


Thickness Z ins. 


8. KIPLING. compete 


novel, The Light That 
Failed, and other exciting 


verses, including . Gunga 
Din, Danny Deever, Tom- 
linson, The Vampire. 


9. DUMAS. 122 short stories, episodes of ro- 


mantic adventure — Cannibals, Mme, DuBarry, 
The Wedding Night; A Grecian Slave Girl, Glory 
of Love, The Smuggler’s Inn; many others. 


10. CONAN DOYLE. All the best of Sher- 


lock Holmes—The Sign of Four, Red-Headed League, 
many more—plus other great works. = 


HH. EMERSON. 82 Poems, 31 essays, 


Biographical Studies, Conduct of Life, etc. 


12. FLAUBERT. 6 Compxrete Novels and Nov- 


elettes of irresistible fascination, including Madame 
Bovary, Salammbo, The Trial, etc. 


plus 


13. WILDE. The Picture of Dorian Gray, Lady 
Windermere’s Fan, The Ballad of Reading Gaol, and 
many more. 91 tales, poems, essays and plays in all, 


14, VOLTAIRE. 25 Novels and Short Stories, 


13 Dialogues and Philosophie Criticisms by one of 
the greatest French writers of- all time, including 
Candide, The Philosophy of History, The Ignorant 
Philosopher, and others, 


The other one-volume editions. now in preparation, 
but of which space does not permit a description, 
are: 15 HAGGARD; 16. CHEKHOY; 17. DICKENS; 
18. HAWTHORNE; 19. CELLINI; 20. ROUSSEAU; 
21. ZOLA; 22. DAUDET; 23. BOCCACCIO’S DE- 
CAMERON; 24. GAUTIER; 25. ARABIAN NIGHTS. 


How to Get Your Books 


Send no money now! Just mail the 
READERS COUPON and Reservation Cer- 
tificate below, which entitle you to exam- 
ine the first. volume in this Giant Series 
of Great Authors. To get your first book, 
The Works of Shakespeare, just mail the 
READERS COUPON and Reservation Cer- 
tificate, and a copy of this marvelous vol- 
ume will be shipped to you at once. With 
the book will come a special readers’ in- 
voice for the purely nominal sum of 98c 
for the Regular Edition (or only $1.59 for 
the luxurious and decorative De LUXE 
EDITION) plus a few cents postage, and 
complete and explicit instructions on how 
to get your other volumes on this amaz- 
ing READERS OFFER. 


SEND NO MONEY 


You need send no money now.. Orders 
will be delivered as fast as possible. Right 
now, without delay, send in your RESHER- 
VATION CERTIFICATE—with the READ- 
ERS COUPON printed here. There is no 
“Reservation Fee”’—no “Deposit” to be paid 
in advance. Your first book will come to 
you at once. First come first served! Do 
it AT ONCE before you mislay this page! 
This may be your last opportunity at the 
present bargain prices. BOOK COUPON 
EXCHANGE, 330 West 42nd Street, New 
York, N. Y. 5 


Mail Reservation Form and Readers 
Coupon IMMEDIATELY! Don’t 
“nut off’ — and lose out on this 
great opportunity. ACT NOW! 
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